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Date: 

Ra i l road : 

Loca t ion : 

Kind of accident-

Equipment invo lved-

Engine number 

Consi st 

Estimated speeds-

Operation; 

Tracks', 

Weather-

Time: 

Casual t ies . 

Cause: 

SUMMARY 

July 6, 1954 

A t l a n t i c Coast L i n e 

Dunlop, Va. 

Rear-end c o l l i s i o n 

Track motor-car • Locomotive with 
cars 

: D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c 
unit 628 

13 cars 

2 m. p . h. I 6 m. p . h. 

Signal i nd ica t ions 

Double; tangent; 0.56 percent 
descending grade northward 

Clear 

9:25 a. m. 

1 k i l l e d 

Fa i lu re to take precaut ions necessary 
to prevent track motor-car from being 
struck by a locomot ive with cars 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3579 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910. 
ATLANTIC COAST LINE RAILROAP COMPANY 

July 22, 1954 

Accident near Dunlop, Va,, on July 6, 1954, caused by 
failure to take precautions necessary to prevent 
track motor-car from being struck by a locomotive 
with cars. 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

CLARKE, Commissioner: 
On July 6, 1954, there was s rear-end collision 

between a track motor-car and a locomotive with cars 
on the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad near Dunlop, Va,, 
which resulted In the death of one employee. 
~T " 

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com­
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by the 
Commission to Commissioner Clarke for consideration and 
di spositlon. 
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation 
This accident occurred oî " that part of the Northern 

Division extending between Rocky Mount, N. C , and. Richmond, 
Va., 124.6 miles. In the vicinity of the point of accident 
this Is a double-track line, over which trains are operated 
In either direction on either track by signal Indications 
supplemented by an Intermittent Inductive train-stop system. 
The main tracks are designated from east to west as east track 
and west track. The accident occurred on the east track at 
a point 99.7 miles north of Rocky Mount arid 2,754'feet south 
of Dunlop, Va, From the south there are, in succession, a 
2°32' curve to the right 937 feet in length, and a tangent 
1,435 feet to the point of accident and 997 feet northward. 
The grade Is 0.56 percent descending northward throughout a 
distance of 2,500 feet Immediately south of the point of acci­
dent and a considerable distance northward. 

Semi-automatic signal LA14, governing north-bound move­
ments on the east track, Is located 611 feet south of the / 
point of accident. This signal Is of the searchlight type 
and forms part of a traffic-contrpl syetem which extends 
between Dunlop and Collier, Va., 8.7 miles south of Dunlop, 
The control machine is located at B.X., 6,2 miles south of 
Dunlop, and is operated by the operator at that point. 

This carrier1s Instructions for the operation of track 
motor-cars read In part aa follows. 

4. Operators of motor cars must secure line-ups 
through a telegrapher. At open telegraph stations, 
they will be secured from the telegrapher on duty at 
tnat point, and at ether than open telegraph stations,• 
they will be secured from telegrapher on duty at the 
nearest telegraph station. , -

# # # 

Possession of line-ups does not relieve motor car 
operators of the responsibility of safe operation of 
motor cars * * * 
The maximum authorized speeds were 25 mile's per hour 

for the track motor-car Involved and 50 miles per hour for 
the locomotive with cars. 
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Desc r ip t ion of Accident 

Abou t 9:15 a. ra, a track motor-car occupied by a s igna l 
ma in ta lne r ' s helper and a l abo re r proceeded on the east tr<ick 
from s igna l LA14 to a po in t 540 f e e t north of that s i g n a l . 
About 5 minutes l a t e r , whi le i t was being pushed northward by 
the laborer ' , I t was struck by yard locomot ive 628. The a c c i ­
dent occurred at a p o i n t 611 f e e t north of s igna l LA14, 

Yard locomot ive 628, p u l l i n g 13 f r e i g h t cars , departed 
north-bound from the y a r d at C o l l i e r about 8:55 a. m., passed 
s igna l LA14, which ind ica ted Proceed, and whi le moving a t an 
estimated speed of 6 mi les per hour I t struck the track motor­
car . 

The track motor-car , which was not d e r a i l e d , stopped 
266 f e e t north of the po in t o f acc iden t . I t was s l i g h t l y 
damaged. Yard l ocomot ive 628 stopped with the f ron t end 97 
f e e t north of the p o i n t o f a cc iden t . I t was not damaged. 

The s ignal main ta lner ' s he lper who was on the track 
motor-car was k l l l p d . 

The weather was c lea r at the time of the acc iden t , which 
occurred about 9:25 a. m. 

The track motor-car i s of the b e l t - d r i v e type and i s 
powered by a one -cy l i nde r , f i v e to e igh t horsepower eng ine . 
I t weighs 625 pounds and has sea t ing capaci ty f o r four persons 
I t i s insula ted to p reven t the shunting of track c i r c u i t s . A t 
the time of tne acc iden t i t was not equipped wi th a top, a 
windshie ld , or a rea r v iew mi r ro r . 

During the 30-day pe r iod preceding the day of the 
acc iden t the average d a l l y movement in the v i c i n i t y of the 
po in t of accident was 23.03 t r a i n s . In add i t ion to these 
t r a in s , there were numerous yard movements of which no 
records were made. 

Discussion 

On the day of the acc ident a s igna l maintalner, a s igna l 
mainta lner 'a he lper , and a l a b o r e r repor ted f o r duty a t 
B.X. a t 8 a. m. About 8'20 a. m,, a f t e r the s igna l maintalner 
had obtained a l ine -up of t r a in movements, these employees 
departed from B.X. on t h e i r track motor-car and proceeded to 
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the si.p-n.8l m a i n t a i n e r ' s t o o l house a t Dunlop. The h e l p e r 
and the l a b o r e r were to renew b a t t e r i e s a t s i g n a l LA14, and 
about 6 :50 a. m. the h e l p e r c a l l e d the o p e r a t o r a t B . X . and 
r e q u e s t e d a n o t h e r l i n e - u p . The o p e r a t o r i n fo rmed him t n a t 
a ya rd l o c o m o t i v e would soon l e a v e C o l l i e r en r o u t e to Dnnloo , 
t h a t N o . 375, a nor th -bound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n due a t E . X . f t 
12* 25 p . m. , was r e p o r t e d on t i m e , and t h a t a nor th-bound , 
l o c a l f r e i g h t t r a i n might be ahead o f No, 376. The h e l p e r 
and the l a b o r e r then p l a c e d the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r on the c a s t 
t r a c k and p r o c e e d e d from the t o o l house t o s i g n a l LA14, a 
d i s t a n c e o f 2 ,711 f e e t . They remained a t t h e s i g n a l a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y 20 minu te s , then r e tu rned to a b a t t e r y ca se l o c a t e d 
540 f e e t nor th o f the s i g n a l and s topped f o r s e v e r a l mlnutos 
w h i l e t h e y i n s p e c t e d the b a t t e r i e s a t t ha t p o i n t . T re t r a c k 
m o t o r - c a r was no t removed from t h e t r a c k a t e i t h e r pen" 1 " . 
The l a b o r e r s a i d t h a t as he was l o c k i n g the b a t t e r y case the 
h e l p e r c e l l e d to h'm tha t t he ya rd l o c o m o t i v e was a p p r o a c h i n g 
and I n s t r u c t e d him to hur rv so t h a t they c o u l d p r e c e d - t n e 
l o c o m o t i v e no r thward . A t t h i s t ime the h e l p e r had a l r e a d y 
boarded the t r a c k m o t o r - c a r . The l a b o r e r r e t u r n e d to the 
car and pushed i t nor thward In an a t t e m p t to s t a r t the e n g i n e . 
He S o l d t h a t t h e e n g i n e d i d n o t s t a r t i m m e d i a t e l y and ho warned 
the h e l p e r s e v e r a l t imes tha t the l o c o m o t i v e would o v e r t a k e 
them. He o^id t h a t a f t e r ho began to push the ca r the h e l p e r 
d i d not l o o k southward toward the l o c o m o t i v e nor d i d mane 
any a t t e m p t to a l i t o i t from the c a r . The l a b o r e r had pushed the 
ca r a d i s t a n c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 70 f e e t when i t was s t ruck oy 
the l o c o m o t i v e . The h e l p e r v a s k i l l e d i n the a c c i d e n t , and 
t h e r e i s no appa ren t e x p l a n a t i o n f o r h i s f a i l u r e t o a l i g h t 
f rom the c a r b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 

As l o c o m o t i v e 623 was approach ing the p o i n t where the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the e n r l n e ^ e n , the yard c o n d u c t o r , and one 
ya rd brakeman were m a i n t a i n i n g a l o o k o u t ahead from the 
c o n t r o l compartment o f the l o c o m o t i v e . One y a r d brakeman 
wan on the r e a r c a r . Normal b rake-p ipe- p r e s s u r e was b r i n g 
ma in t a ined I n the a i r - b r a k e system o f the c a r s , and the 
b r a k e s had f u n c t i o n e d p r o p e r l y when us f , d . The h e a d l i g h t w i s 
l i g h t e d d i m l y , and the b e l l was r i n g i n g . The members o f the 
c rew o r the l o c o m o t i v e s a id t h e y f i r s t became aware tha t t he 
t r a c k ahead was occupJ ed by a t r a c k m o t o r - c a r when they saw 
the h e l p e r c r o s s the t r a c k and board the c a r . The e n g i n e e r 
then made an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the b rakes and sounded 
a s e r i e s o f wa rn ing b l a s t s on the pneumat ic h o r n . The members 
o f the c rew e s t i m a t e d t ha t t he speed was be tween 30 and 35 
m i l e s p e r hour vh^n the b rakes were a p p l i e d and be tween 4 and 

http://si.p-n.8l
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7 mi les per hour when the c o l l i s i o n occurred. Sand which was 
deposi ted on the r a i l s when the brakes were appl ied In emergenoy 
Indica ted that the brake app l i ca t i on was made a t a po in t 
approximately 860 f e e t south of the p o i n t of Occident . ^ 

- • Cause 

This accident was caused by f a i l u r e to take precaut ions 
necessary to prevent track motor-car from being struck by 
a locomot ive with cars . 

Dated at Washington, D. C , t h i s twenty-second 
day of July, 1954. 

By the Commission, Commissioner Clarke . 

(SEAL) GEORGE W. LaIRD, 
Secre ta ry . 


